DECORATIVE AND INDUSTRIAL EAMINATES

INDUCTS FOU
The Decorative and Industrial La inate Hall of Fame was established in 2004 to recognize
leadership and service activities that have significantly and demonstrably contributed to the
advancement of the laminate industry. TCM-Americas is honored to induct four influential
individuals in 2010 at the Decorative Surface Conference in Montreal, October 26 through 28.

ng

29

Isonart,

years
Will

of

service

Splittgerber

at

Commendable for 3 3 years of dis

trav

tinguished service with Coveright,

eled the world and helped Wilsonart
Texas

expand

from

Carolina

and then

to

Ramon Guivernau's career journeyed

North

from the original Th.Goldschmidt to

internationally.

Coveright. His career is marked with

Splittgerber's dedication to preserv

consistent success and opportunity

ing the same high quality standards

for cultural exploration .

in all venues of Wilsonart's world

In 1973, he worked for 11 months

wide production makes him aleader

at the Th.Goldschmidt headquarters

in his field. His career at Wilsonart

in Essen, Germany, before moving

summer employment

back to his native Spain to start a

there in 1978. The following year,

new branch in Mollet/Barcelona. A

the company hired him as a qual

successful

ity control analyst in the computer

then-owner, Casco Nobel , to send

began with

processing control systems depart
ment, and he later moved into testing and lab management. Between

Guivernau and his family to Canada
to establish a North American presence. Gu ivernau became President

198 9 and 2007, he held positions as Director of Quality Assurance

of the North American Division. Eight years after founding the Coburg/

and Director of Product Quality.

Toronto business, the company was ready to purchase a U.S. company

Splittgerber's

many

professional

highlights

include

acting

in Blythewood , S.C.

as Technical Director of the North American Laminate Flooring

Th.Goldschmidt was a leading developer of aminoplastic resin

Association (NALFA), for wh ich he published the first standards .

bases for low-pressure laminates. The American division was able to

He was also a U.S. representative of the laminate industry for the

go beyond these products and developed new applications and new

International Organization for Standardization (ISO) and achairman

chemistry to improve these materials and others. When Guivernau

for the National Electrical Manufacturers Association (NEMA).
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his family founded 1883 and has been in continuous operation since
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Wiggins) of Paris, France, as Sales Manager for North America in
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Khurana contributed much to the development and continuous
improvement of low-pressure (direct) lamination, which became the
most-applied process in Europe. Together with Vits in the 1980s, he
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worked on enhancement of the two-bath saturation by use of gravure

Papers at PWA Dekor (now Munksjo Paper Company).
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As Sales Manager for Printed Designs for Suddekor, GmbH for

Throughout the 1990s, Khurana worked from his office in

seven years and Sales Manager for Munksjo Paper Inc. for two years ,

Gutersloh, Germany, as Director of European Sales and later Director
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Sea , Fla. He continues to consult as a facilitator to many international
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popularity of laminate f1ooring. In 1993 Khurana received the Mead
Award for Tenacity of Purpose and Persistence in Performance. He
shared his expertise
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several symposia presentations in the mid

'90s and active EPLF involvement.
Credited with helping MeadWestvaco develop high abrasion-resis
tant overlays for use in direct lamination of laminate floors, Khurana
left his pOSition as Senior Director of Strategie Business Development
there in 2002 to focus on consulting in impregnation and laminating
within the laminate flooring industry.
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